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Research Question

How do non-populist parties change
their political-ideological positioning
relative to each other, as measured by
their tweets, after the AfD moved to the
right in July 20157

Data
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Method wordfish

Wordfish:

* Estimates relative positions of parties

* Word usage as basis for analysis

* Unsupervised --> no comparison texts

* Left-right classification is done by
researchers

* Best practice: election programs
subdivided into topics

Assumptions:
* (Relative) word use conveys ideological
positions
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Wordfish — Party Manifestoes

Grlne

SPD

CDhU

Ccsu

AFD

-1
Right

theta

Left

Left(?)

theta

IA

\//J/\AV,’ A"\A\/

2014 2015 2016

2017

Party Manifestoes — Its intended use — as can be
seen [Wordfish - All Tweets]

Additional pre-processing of the dataset of Tweets was
necessary (besides stop-word-removal etc.)

Working with specific topics - as is best practice for WF,
we started getting more workable results

As seen above, in the general Topic of "Migration", a
measurable shift from the non-populist parties
could be made visible
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