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Comment Networks and Communities

FOCUS ZEIT

Both nets only loosely connected

but ZEIT net slightly denser, 

~25% polarizing users in each

community.
Comment Sentiment 

Comment sentiment distribution

per user group

Comment sentiment answered to

per user group

ZEITFOCUS

Polarizing users answer to negative 

sentiment more often than non-polarizing

Polarization of

Subtopics

Comment sentiments per 

term in article descriptions

Ausgangssperre

Impfung

Maßnahme

FOCUS ZEIT

Significant difference: Polarizing ZEIT comments at specific 

times

Are polarizing comments more often

posted at specific times? 

Huge difference between FOCUS and ZEIT: 

FOCUS ZEIT

Gender Sentiment

Gender distribution

Comment sentiment per gender

User group per gender

FOCUS only, gender mapping via [2]

Female users slightly more

polarizing than male (but: class

imbalance!)

User Sentiment 

User groups via sentiment mode

Polarizing ≙ at least as much neg as pos/neu

FOCUS

User group distribution

User group answered to per user group

ZEIT

Polarizing users answer to pol. users more

often than non-polarizing, esp. FOCUS usersWho gets the

most answers?

Amount of answers

per user group

FOCUS

Top 10 Topic Keywords

Comment sentiment for Top 10

ZEIT

Political entities and corona discussed

→ ca. ¾ positive towards vaccination

→ ca. ⅔ positive towards lockdown

Top 10 Keywords of Polarizing Comments

FOCUS ZEIT

Research Questions and Data

How does polarization change considering:

User (individual & network)

Topic

Circumstances

FOCUS: 155 articles, 12252 comments

ZEIT: 71 articles, 37057 comments

Legends: FOCUS ZEIT

Sentiment

User

group

Sentiment analysis

via [1]

[1] K. Tymann, M. Lutz, P. Palsbröker, and C. Gips, "GerVADER - A German Adaptation of the VADERSentiment Analysis Tool for Social Media Texts", inLWDA, 2019, pp. 178–189. [2] Genderize API, https://genderize.io [3] RKI API, https://api.corona-zahlen.org/docs/endpoints/german

Do infection events influence the comment sentiment?

FOCUS ZEIT

Correlation especially between cases 

and comments, no big differences for 

sentiments

Less correlation than FOCUS, none

between comments and deaths/ 

recovered → possibly due to shorter

time span

Events via [3]

Frequency of Polarizing

Words

FOCUS ZEIT
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