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Problem: Infodemic & Fake News 
• “We’re not just fighting an epidemic; we’re 

fighting an infodemic,” – Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World 
Health Organization (WHO)

• Misinformation and fake news are on the rise 
in the context of different topics 

• Media attention directed to conspiracy theories

• The spread of misinformation about the 
pandemic poses a threat to public health and 
creates confusion among people. 

• Belief in conspiracies related to COVID-19 in 
the US is prevalent and stable across time.

• Conservative ideology and media use are 
positively related to conspiracy beliefs.

• How do newspapers write about conspiracy 
theories?

• What are typical topics for conspiracy theories?
• Goal: To understand discourses on conspiracy 

theories

• Dictionary analysis based on own 
dictionary

• Topic modelling
• Co-occurrence network

Newspaper data

Theory (Romer et al. 2020) 

• Dec 2019 - Dec 2020
• Source: LexisNexis database
• 290 articles from local, regional and national / 

large and small newspapers from Germany

Co-occurrence network, all articles (stemmed)

Word cloud, all articles

3 main topics: German public perception, German 
policy response to COVID-19 pandemic & US 
elections

Dictionary creation & analysis

Dictionary structure

Occurrence of key “Verschwörungstheorie” over time, all articles

all articles sentiment

positive description negative discription

Research Questions

Interpretation & Conclusion

• News about conspiracy theories in Germany 
is heavily linked to Trump and the 
Coronavirus

• Antisemitism is often playing a role when it 
comes to conspiracy theories

• Bill Gates is a regular figure 
• The US and Trump are often mentioned 

together with the US election.
• When pandemic is written, often politics are 

mentioned too but when coronavirus is 
written, it is more often referred to the 
people, beliefs and what’s important.
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